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We, the undersigned—iwho study and work at Ashoka University, as well as the alumni of the Young India
Fellowship, in our private capacity—write to voice our solidarity with the students and faculty at
Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU). Recent events at JNU, including the arrest of the JNUSU
President over the charge of sedition, as well as other disproportionate measures, amount to a
deeply troubling attack on academic and cultural freedom. We strongly condemn the display of
brute force by the police, who were given free entry to the campus, including hostels, to
question, detain and arrest students and faculty members. We protest the lack of police
protection to those students and faculty, and condemn the use of State force against democratic
expressions of dissent.

As proponents of liberal education, we believe that societies can only grow when they foster
intellectual engagement with fundamental social questions and contemporary political issues
through non-violent debate and argumentation. University campuses are, and should be,
autonomous spaces where people can peacefully express as well as challenge dissent and
opinions. However, the recent spate of events involving many university campuses across the
country has posed a serious threat to the sanctity of such spaces as well as the democratic right
to dissent and freedom of speech and expression. This includes the turn of events that led to
Rohith Vemula’s death at the University of Hyderabad, the withholding of grants by the Ministry
of Human Resource Development to Panjab University, and several instances of violent
disruption of the screening of the film Muzaffarnagar Baagi Hai in campuses across the country.

We condemn the State-backed misuse of the charge of sedition, a colonial era provision in the
Indian Penal Code, against the JNUSU President, Kanhaiya Kumar. In the documented absence
of any allegedly ‘anti-national’ actions or rhetoric on his part, we see the charge as an attempt to
stifle dissent from the dominant order and silence critique of the State. We strongly believe that
the provision against sedition, which was repealed in the United Kingdom itself in 2009, has no
place in modern democracy. Most immediately, we strongly disapprove of the action of certain
lawyers and a Member of the Legislative Assembly who physically attacked JNU students and
faculty members as well as journalists outside the Patiala Court House premises on 15th
February, 2016.

We fear that the continued State inaction against such instances of violence will foster an
environment in which the label “anti-nationa
dissent.
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or “traitor” can be imposed on every voice of

We urge that:

- the JNU campus be restored to normalcy and the police be withdrawn from all parts of
the campus.

- the JNUSU President, Kanhaiya Kumar be released from police custody immediately and
all charges be dropped against him.

- such unconstitutional actions be denounced.

- we be allowed to nurture our universities as tolerant, democratic spaces where dissent
and disagreement is respected, discussions are nurtured, and critical thinkers are born.
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